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Senior Coach: Stuart Munro “ ” ¥ ; F 
|[Eaptain: Vaughan Coveny Ozzy” rules - Soccer’s one man circus comes home 


‘Match Programs: Levent Osman has seen it all. Corruption: glory, lies, excitement, pilfering, 
Kosdown Printing exhilaration, emotion and heartbreak. At just 27, the man predictably dubbed 


Dogtarsif panic hl) has lived a most unpredictable life. "| was just an average player who 

rinted By eget worked hard." The typically modest response is indicative of Osman’s approach 
|Kosdwpn Printing to people, soccer, and life. ‘I've been lucky. I've seen players who were as good 
Statistics: Soccer Australia as me who didn't get what | got,” 


Osman is just one of the new recruits assembled by new South Melbourne 
coach Stuart Munro in the Scotsman’s search to resurrect the Lakesiders 
challenge. Along with Marcus Stergiopolous, Michael Panopoulos, Michael 
Curcija, Ante Kovacevic and Scott Tunbridge, Osman completes an impressive 
sextet of experienced signings for the 2003/4 season. The Keilor-raised player 
Speaks fiuent Turkish and enjoys Cypriot parentage, but still calls Australia 
home. *| was born here and I've represented Australia. 've been to some awful 
places, and no doubt, it's the best country in the world’. While the love of his 
home metropolis is patently evident, like many youngsters of his vintage, 
Osman was forced to look away from the bright lights of city. 

He kick-started his career in the Latrobe Valley with the Victoria's only regional 
NSL club, the Gippsland Falcons, in 1996. "! was with the VIS and playing in 
the Victorian Premier League at the same time, and | played in a few practice 
Matches against Port Melbourne, who was coached by Frank Arok, | played 
well, scored a couple of goals, and Arok, who then went to Gippsland, asked 
me to come for a trial.” 
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ny and had a trial that went really 
tay in the country. Then | got a call from Wynton 
r take that or try my luck in another trial, and | just 
the offer?’ The offer was over double 
Osman immediately slotted into the Kingz line-up, and 

tint in Auckland. “It was a good club and | thought there was 
big crowds, and | had a very enjoyable time there 
1e 2000-1 season, when the cas up Kiwis signed new 
vers. “The squad from the year before ck together, while the 
even brought over their own trainer, but they still kept fighting 
30n, signed from South - never settled. Within weeks, Vas 
on was sacked after just four rounds. Only striker Andy 
ahos stayed on, before being ( rugge this year. “It created a big hole. Two weeks before the 

won't play with him’ - two had left and a third refused to play. They were 

ier. In Melbourne, they all lived in their own homes. In New Zealand, they were 
didn't even know it was happening.” Interestingly enough, 
at the dummy was Boutsianis. 
f ine up alongside Osman for South this season after finally committing to 
south in the off the European dream fading, Osman packed his bags and left the local scene 
ampere United in Finland v nation. Noah Hickey and Lee Jones, two former team mates at the Kingz, 
called him up and said, ‘We need a defensive midfielder. Can you be here in two days?’ In typical Osman style, he 
mpulsively replied “Why not?* "They sent me a flight ticket | and jumped on the plane.” A contract for the rest of the 
1 greeted him at the airport. ‘The standard was similar to the NSL, but probably a bit more physical. The 
ren't huge, but they were pretty passionate. They were all professional, and | was at an extremely 
ssional club. It was a different experience, but one | enjoyed immensely. 
As soon as | jumped off the plane, | moved in with my two mates. I’m close with both of those guys, so it was easy.” 
As the season wound up in Scandinavia, and with his appetite for travel and experiencing the world only marginally 
whetted, Osman went in search of a greater challenge. He found it with Turkish club Samsunspor - or so he thought. 
They were a domineering club in an infamously brutal elite division, and they lured him with the promise of big 
Jollars. Upon arrival, the club changed their tune and decided they wouldn't pay up. Fuming, Osman was stranded in 
a country with little more than the clothes on his back. But things took an unexpected twist in a trial mateh with 
visiting Romanian club FC Politehnica AEK Timisoara, At the end of the game, the visiting officials summoned Osman 
to a meeting. In accordance with the erratic nature of the game in the former Eastern Bloc, they offered terms on the 
spot.They just said ‘we like you, and we'll offer you more than what they're offering. Don't even bother to trial.’ | just 
thought ‘stuff it’. Samsunspor are a big club, but they treated me wrong. They weren't honest, and | decided to go”. 
By nightfall, Osman was being ferried off into Romania, and, into the history books. The next day, he officially 
became one the first Australians to play professional sport in a post-Communist country, and the first ever in 
Romania. "| went all around Romania, and | can honestly say that it was the nicest city (Timisoara) in the whole 
country. Every week, we played in front of the biggest crowds in the whole league, The team was good, the crowds 
were good, and the move was good” 
"My goals were to represent my state and go to the VIS, and |'ve done that. | wanted to represent Australia, and I've 
done that. | wanted to play in front of big crowds, and I've done that. | get my EU passport next April, sal might 
have another crack at England’ “One day, I'd love to coach. I'd like to promote the game in Australia and like to see it 
grow. | don't know what's out there for me, but I've got an open mind, and we'll just take it one step ata time: We'll 
see how we go.” 
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‘Dimitrios Andreou (The specialist nut seller) 
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What did you involve yourself 
Q your produce at South? | 
9b at a factory; however, the toll 
ing my produce al the various soc 
ed to work at the factory during the week 
it you receive from selling your produce why 
y years? It gives me great salistaction being able to 
act with the supporters many of which | have gotién to know quite well 
joking around with them gats me there every week: 
ty and often warm; | doubt there's a supporter at 
B, Na them, what do you attribute this to? Betore | sell any 
produce | ask mysell if my wite, my kids and | would be happy to eat it. The 
theory being if we like them so will the public. Naturally | always make sure | 
fresh produce and that the peanuts are cooked well done 
7.) How many years have you been selling your produce al Middle Park and 
BJS? 33 years, an entire lifetime. 
8.) All these years you have naturally talked to many Supporters af various 
gr and from various clubs, what isthe general feeling about the game 
locally? Generally mast people share the view that the game here {in Australia) 
is going backwards rather than forwards, | remember South Melbourne years 
ago averaging 15,000 through the gates, today as we can ail see such numbers 
remain a pipedream at best 
9.) As a supporter what would you fike fo see happen tothe game locally? Te 
love {0 see teams on par with European teams so the public can be satisfied 
with the football being played, just like when in Greece | saw teams fom 
various parts of Europe, English, ttalian, Austrian, German clubs, Its my nope 
that one day the game here reaches a similar popularity 0 the supporters co 
to the grounds In great numbers and rialurally $0 {can sell more peanuts 
(smiles), 
Dimitris tinihes the iron wit a sil, an mage regula ens Of 
South Melbourne games have seen for years and a picture we hope 10 see 
many more. 
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Ante 
“ANT” 
Kovacovic 
Defender 


\ 
| Se 
E ai 
Sam 
“SAMMY” 


Poutakidis 
Utility 


Vaughan 
“KIWI” 
Convey 
Captain 
Striker 


Michael 
CEES” 
Crucija 
Striker 


Paul 
“TRIMMERS” 
Trimboli 
Midfield 


“MASS” 
Murdocca 
Midfield 
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Mehmet 


“DEANO” “UGSIE” 
Anistasiadis Durakovic 
Goalkeeper Defender 


Se earkies 
Midfield 
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“PANA”™ “BOUTSI” 
Panopoulos Boutasianis 

Midfield Midfield 
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“TUNBO” 
Tunbridge 

Striker 
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“VINNIE” 
Lia 
Midfield 


Chris Stakos Cleaning 


DEAN ANATASIADIS GOALKEEPER 

LEVENT OSMAN DEFENDER 

SIMON STOREY DEFENDER 

MEHMET DURAKOVIC DEFENDER 
MICHAEL PANOPOULOS MIDFIELD 
ANTE KOVACEVIC DEFENDER 
VAUGHN COVENY STRIKER 
PAUL TRIMBOLI MIDFIELD 
CON BOUTSIANIS MIDFIELD 
MARCUS STERGIOPOULOS DEFENDER 
VINCE LIA MIDFIELD 
MAX LOHY MIDFIELD 
STEVE LAURIE DEFENDER 
MASSIMO MURDOCCA MIDFIELD 
CARL RECCHIA MIDFIELD 
MICHAEL CURCIJA STRIKER 
KRISTIAN SARKIES MIDFIELD 
EUGENE GALEKOVIC GOALKEEPER 
SAM POUTAKIDIS UTILITY 
SCOTT TUNBRIDGE STRIKER 
MICHAEL THEOKLITOS GOALKEEPER 
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__Score 


Parramatta Power Draw 0-0 


Wollongong Wolves Win 4-0 
Brsibane Strikers Loss 0-1 
Newcastle United Win 4-1 


\ 


*roud to be part of the game 


__ -- ~~ 


| ovis@Sponsor: 


Major Partner 


ncipal Partner 


ctions Sponsor A > Kris Kr i hp i 
oparel Partner ROvE yndicate Store 


Corporate Partners 
\ VIP Sponsors 


Uy 
ae » 


eNENS Ce 
oy % Ce 
PME DELI 


at 


” 


UIRIES IN 
OR ADVERTISING EN GRAM 


Fi 
AY PR 
THE SOUTH MELBOURNE MA CHE 9645 9797 


IMPORTANT NOTICE 


ie vonatt playing area is prohibited at all times and offenders will be prosecuted. 

' § sted to remove an pe within 15 minutes of the final whistle tated ie ructly provid 
; .orthe Y unauthorise; Ede opr — 

Oo RTS GN oF the igniting of discharging SE AA a aire gnal ‘or smoke flares 


inside the perimeter fence 


red 


ITALIA 


